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Lennart Augustinius, Director for Business Financing, NUTEK (Sweden)

John Bachtler, Senior Policy Researcher, University of Strathclyde, Glasgow (UK)

Fabrizio Barca, Head, Department for Development Policies, Ministry of Economy and Finance (Italy)

Nutek, the Swedish Business Development Agency, is Swedens central public
authority for industrial policy issues. Our task is to promote sustainable
growth throughout the country. Through business financing, information and
advice, and through support for programmes and processes we are working
to strenghen the conditions of Swedish industry and to promote regional
growth.
Nutek is engaged in four activity areas: financing, entrepreneurship, company
development and regional business development.

John Bachtler is Professor of European Policy Studies and Director of the
European Policies Research Centre at the University of Strathclyde in Glasgow,
UK. He specialises in research on regional development in Europe, encompassing
the regional policies of Member States, the structural and cohesion policies
of the European Union and EU enlargement. He has been an expert adviser to
numerous government departments across Western, Central and Eastern
Europe and to international organisations, and he is an Academician of the
Academy of Learned Societies of the Social Sciences.

Mr.  Barca is Head of the Department for Development Policies at the Italian
Ministry of Economy and Finance. His primary responsibilities include
development policies, both national and European, for lagging or underutilized
territories (mostly the Italian Mezzogiorno), establishing funding priorities
(for about 16 billions euro a year) and public investment guidelines, evaluating
policies and monitoring results. Previously, he was division chief at the
Research Department of the Bank of Italy. He graduated from Rome University,
carried an M-Phil degree and conducted research at the Universities of
Cambridge (1978-80), MIT (1989-90), and Stanford (1994). He had appointments
at the Universities of Bocconi, Siena, Modena, and Rome, where he taught
corporate finance and Italian economic history. His works include papers and
books on the theory of the firm, evidence on SMEs, corporate governance,
the history of Italian capitalism, and territorial development policies.
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Olivier Baudelet, EU DG Regional Policy

Graduated in France (Sciences-Po, Paris) and in Germany (Institut für
Weltwirtschaft, Kiel). Started as an Internal Auditor in the UK subsidiaries
of the AXA Group (Insurance). Then, joined Salustro Reydel, a french audit
firm specialised in financial audits, namely acquisition audits. In 1999, joined
the European Commission as Administrator. After 2 years in DG Agriculture
(auditing the SAPARD programme in the Candidate Countries), joined DG
Regional Policy as Internal Auditor. In September 2004, appointed Head of
Sector in the ‘Innovative Actions’ unit, in charge of the ‘Technological
Innovation’ theme and supervising a number of countries.

Nicola Bellini, Sant’Anna School, Pisa (Italy)

Silvano Bertini, Responsible for Innovation Policies, Emilia-Romagna Region

Ambrogio Brenna, Ministry of Economy, Toscana Region

Professor of Business Economics and director of In-Sat Lab (research
laboratory on firm and territorial innovation) at the Sant Anna School of
Advanced Studies in Pisa. He served as advisor for economic policy and
planning to the President of the Region Emilia Romagna and as chairman of
the board of Pont-Tech, technological agency for the area of Pontedera (Pisa).
He is author of books and articles on regional innovation policies and the
management and marketing of business support services.

Head of Economic Development Policies Unit at the Industry Department
of Emilia-Romagna Region, that is primarily involved in the implementation
of the regional strategy for research, knowledge and innovation.
Research expert in regional development, clusters and SMEs.

Since 2000 he is in charge as Minister of Tuscany Region in the following
sectors: handicrafts, small and medium enterprises, industry, innovation,
promotion and internationalisation of production system and cooperation too.
In particular he is active in the reorganization and rationalization of the
promotion activities and in 2000 a regional agency Toscana Promozione was
created, whose main role is to promote the Tuscan economy and to help the
small and medium enterprises to internationalise.
At the same time he is the coordinator, at national  level, of all regional
Ministers in the field of industry and  handicrafts and he dealt with the
transition from the national to the regional competences for the matters
above mentioned.
Further he is responsible  for  some Tuscan projects  in the industrial and
innovation field financed by the European Commission.
From 1973 to 2000 he has been syndacalist of Fim-Cisl, one of the main trade-
unions. In addition to his trade-unions job, Ambrogio Brenna is always engaged
in supporting several non-government organizations in order to carry out
international project of  solidarity.
Among them, we mention the engagement with the Polish Solidarity Movement
in order to prepare and to train the persons of this trade union to build again
the social networking in Polen, the engagement with the Polisario Front to
defend the Sarawi people and also actions of economic cooperation in the city
of Mostar, in Brazil and Argentina.
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Reinhard Büscher, EU DG Enterprise - Innovation Policy - European Commission

Carlos Elizondo Mayer-Serra, Ambassador of Mexico to the OECD

Director of Evaluation Unit at IRIS (Istituto di Ricerca e Interventi Sociali) in
Prato (I) where he was Director from 1997 to 2000. At IRIS he has been
working on the analysys of clusters, or industrial district, and on evaluation
of structural funds programms. Since 2000 consultant for Regione Toscana,
Dipartimento delle Attività Produttive on the programming of Structural
Policies and later of Innovation and Research policies. Director of the Managing
Body of the ERIK Network.

Dr Büscher was born in 1952 in Lower Saxony in Germany; he holds bachelor
degree and Ph.D. in Economics. Before joining the EC in 1989, he worked at
the Ministry of Economic Affairs in Germany for nine years.
In the European Commission, he has been working in different areas, such as
a Member of the Cabinet of Bangemann, a special Adviser for Industrial Aspects
of the Information Society, Head of Unit for Standardization, Head of Unit
for Industrial Aspects of Electronic Commerce, Head of Unit for E-Business,
ICT industries and services and since April 2004, Head of Unit for Innovation
Policy.
Dr Büscher is married since 1972 and has one daughter. He is a passionate
mountaineer and a global traveller.

He studied his Ph.D. and M. Phil. in Political Science at the University of
Oxford in the United Kingdom. He was professor and researcher at Centro
de Investigación y Docencia Económicas (CIDE) from 1991 until 2004. Before
being appointed Mexican Ambassador to the OECD he was General Director of
CIDE since 1995.
Since July 2001, he is national researcher of the Mexican National System
of Researchers and recently awarded the highest level which is level III.
Participation in Several Organizations and Awards:
· Eisenhower Fellowship, 2003.
· The Philip D. Reed Fellowship Foundation Award, 2003.
· Member of the General Board of Scientific Research and Technologic
Development (August 2002-).
· Member of the Administration Council of CIE (Inter-American Corporation of
Entertainment), a major Mexican firm quoted in the Mexican stock exchange
(July 2001-).
· Member of the Administration Council of AFORE XXI, (July 2002-).
· Councilor to the Council of the Mexico City Electoral Board at the Instituto
Federal Electoral (1999-).

Massimo Bressan, ERIK Network Management Body, Toscana Region
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Christer Enerskog, Regional Development, Region Västra Götaland (Sweden)

John Goddard, Deputy Vice Chancellor, University of Newcastle upon Tyne (UK)

Jean Guinet, OECD Directorate for Science Technology and Industry

Mr Enerskog worked for many years with industry related tasks at the Province
of Göteborg and Bohus before joining the the new Region Västra Götaland in
1999. In the Region Mr Enerskog have mainly focused to improve the regional
innovation system for tecknology-/knowledge-based start-ups and also measures
to improve industry-science relations in the Region.
Mr. Enerskog was member of the Steering Committee and executive board of
RITTS Western Sweden.
At present Project Manager for several projects in the Pilot Programme
Industrial Dynamic, an Innovating Actions Programme in Region Västra Götaland.
Mr Enerskog is responsible for European contacts concerning regional
innovation. He is member of the Industrial Regions Group within the IRE is also
associate member of ERIK Network (European Regions Knowledge based Innovation
Network). He has been member of the former thematic networks SCONE
(valorisation of knowledge), SAIL (strengthening Academic Industrial links).

He is Professor of Regional Development Studies and Deputy Vice Chancellor
of University of Newcastle upon Tyne, UK. As Deputy Vice Chancellor he is
responsible for the University engagement with the City and Region. He founded
the Centre for Urban and Regional Development Studies (CURDS) and was
Director from 1977 to 1998. In this capacity he led numerous research
programmes for the EU and the interaction between science, technology and
innovation policy and regional development in Europe. He is currently an
assessor for the Finnish Higher Education Evaluation Council on the regional
role of higher education institutions, is advising an OECD territorial development
review of Finland focusing on innovation led policies and leading a project
for the Institutional Management and Higher Education Programme of OECD
on “Supporting the contribution of higher education institutions to regional
development”.

He is a senior economist at OECD, Directorate for Science, Technology and
Industry, where his main interests are the contribution of technological change
and innovation to economic performance, and the monitoring and assessment
of technology and innovation policy of Member countries. In this context, he
currently manages two major ongoing OECD projects: Public/Private Partnerships
for Innovation; and Globalisation of R&D.

4



Veijo Kavonius, Deputy Director-General, Ministry of Interior (Finland)

Benoit Labonté, President and Chief Executive Officer - Board of Trade of Metropolitan Montreal (Canada)

Toshihiro Kodama, Senior Fellow, Research Institute of Economy, Trade and Industry, IAA. (RIETI)

· About 30 years professional experience. Wide experience in preparation, implementation,
coordination and evaluation of regional and local development  programmes as well
as related national and international programmes and  from operational and practical
leadership on programme based regional development policy.
· Over twenty years experience from national and regional development policy
and from national and regional innovation and technology policy.
· Four times experience from participation on reforming national regional policy
legislation.
Main Responsibilities in the Department for Regional Development are:
· Preparation and implementation of Urban Policy in Finland including Helsinki
Metropolitan Area policy and policy for Major Urban Areas in Finland.
· Regional innovation and technology policy in Finland including Centre of
Expertise programme.
· Finnish Regional Development Strategy. Coordination of Finnish national regional
policy and EU´s structural and regional policy in Finland.

Benoit Labonté is President and Chief Executive Officer of the Board of Trade
of Metropolitan Montreal since July 2001. Prior to this appointment, he was
President and CEO of the World Trade Centre Montréal from October 1996 to
June 2001. From 1993 to 1996, he was executive assistant to the Right Honourable
Paul Martin, now Prime Minister of Canada. In addition, Mr. Labonté sits on many
boards of directors, including the following: Aéroports de Montréal, Université
du Québec à Montréal and the Orchestre symphonique de Montréal. He was also
appointed member of the External Advisory Committee on Cities and Communities
by the Prime Minister of Canada. Mr. Labonté holds a Master's degree in political
science (Université de Montréal - 1987).

Mr. Kodama has been a Senior Fellow of Rieti since 2001, conducting his research on
“industrial cluster” and “labor movement to growing sector”. He was Director General
of Industrial Policy Department of Kanto Regional Bureau of the Ministry of International
Trade and Industry (MITI) in 1996-98, where he was engaged in the launch of the TAMA
cluster formation initiative. He also worked at other positions in MITI and the Economic
Planning Agency as well as served as Associate Professor at Saitama University.
He graduated from the faculty of economics of Tokyo University in 1979.

David Lane, Professor, University of Modena and Reggio Emilia

He is currently Professor of Economics at the University of Modena and Reggio
Emilia and External Professor at the Santa Fe Institute, Santa Fe New Mexico. He
directs the European Commission research project “Information Society as a Complex
System” and the Italian MUIR project “A Complex System Approach to Industrial
Districts”. Before coming to Italy 12 years ago, Lane was Head of the
Department of Theoretical Statistics at the University of Minnesota.
He has published extensively in probability theory, the foundations of
statistical inference, pharmacoepidemiology and economic theory, and
for the past several years he and his collaborators have been developing a theory
of innovation processes.
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Enrico Letta, A.R.E.L. - Agenzia Ricerche e Legislazione

From 1991 until 1995 he was president of the Young European Popular Party.
He has been general secretary of AREL (Agency for Research and legislation)
since 1993. Between 1993 and 1994 he was head of the secretariat for the
Foreign Secretary Beniamino Andreatta (the Ciampi government). Between 1996
and 1997 he was General Secretary for the Euro Committee of the joint
Ministry of Treasury, Accounts and Economic Planning.
From January 1997 to November 1998 he was vice secretary of the Italian
Populist Party (PPI). From November 1998 to December 1999 he was Minister
for Community Policy (first D’Alema government). From January to April 2000
he was Minister for Industry, Commerce and Crafts (second D’Alema Government).
Between April 2000 and May 2001 he held the position of Minister for Industry,
Commerce and Crafts and Minister for Foreign Commerce (second D’Alema
Government). Since May 2001 he has been Member of Parliament and in charge
of economic policy for the Margherita-DL.
Since July 2004 he has been a Member of the European Parliament.
Throughout the academic year 2003-2004 he lectured at the HEC, Haute école
de commerce, Parigi.

Claudio Martini was born in Tunisia on January 10th, 1951. The Martini family
resided originally in Tuscany, but moved to Tunisia at the end of the 19th

century.
President Martini is perfectly bilingual in Italian and French, having attended
French schools as a child, and is fluent in English. He was ten years old
when his family decided to return to Tuscany. After junior high school and
an important boy-scout experience, he enrolled at a highly reputed school for
chemical technicians. Here he encountered politics for the first time.
His activity in the student movement brought him to a higher commitment in the
Communist Youth Federation and afterwards in the Party.
Though politics became the dominant note, he found time for other passions
which became vital life constants: music  (classical music first of all, but jazz
and rock as well); and sports (bicycling at the top of the list, but basketball
and soccer too as a supporter of the Florentine team). Alongside Mozart and
the “Fiorentina”, there has always been a place for literature and cinema.
He is divorced and has a twenty-seven-year-old son.
Before tackling high-level responsibilities in the regional government, Claudio
Martini was Mayor of Prato from 1988 to 1995. During these years, he
promoted several important projects: the University of Florence facilities in
his city, the ionization of the water purification plant, the city’s industrial
aqueduct, the Pecci Museum of Contemporary Art, urban renewal and restoration
of the historical center.
Elected to the Regional Council for the first time in 1995 as a candidate of
the Partito Democratico della Sinistra, Martini was assigned the important
task of Regional Minister for Health and Welfare. In 2000 he has been elected
President of Tuscany.
Moreover, he is President of the Conference of the Peripheral Maritime Regions
of Europe since 2002 (European Association of Regions with 150 members).
In the same year he was appointed to the European Convention as representative
of the European Regions with Legislative Powers as well as Vice-President of
the Socialist Group of the Committee of the European Regions. In this capacity
he is member of the Presidium of the European Socialist Party.

Claudio Martini, President of Toscana Region
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Gianfranco Miccichè, Italian Assistant Secretary of State for Economy

Massimo Mucchetti, Lead Economic Writer for the Corriere della Sera

Member of Parliament in the XII, XIII and XIV legislatures and currently Vice
Minister for Economy and Finance, with particular responsibility for the
Economic Development of Southern Italy, for the company activities and public
participation in support of the Economic Development of Southern Italy and
for relations with the European Union and the regions in related issues.
Company manager, for 11 years, for l'IRFIS - Istituto Regionale
per il Finanziamento delle Industrie in Sicilia.
Manager of Publitalia ‘80 since 1984. Director of the Palermo branch
and later Director of the Brescia branch.
In 1994 he was asked by President Silvio Berlusconi to accept the role
of Regional Coordinator, a position which he still holds today.
Under Secretary of State for the Ministry of Transport and Navigation
in 1994.
In 1995 he formed part of the 9th Permanent Commission – Transport, Mail
and Telecommunication for the First House of Parliament.
In 1996 he formed part of the Parliamentary Investigative Commission on the
mafia and other similar criminal associations.
In 1998 he formed part of the V Permanent Commission – Accounts
of the House of Parliament.
In 2001 he formed part of the XIV Permanent Commission – Policies
of the European Union.
In 2001 he became Vice minister of Economics and Finance with particular
responsibility for the Economic Development of Southern Italy, for the activities
of companies and public participation in support of the Economic Development
of Southern Italy and relations with the European Union and the regions for
related issues.
Since 2001 he has been a contracted lecturer in “Policies of development
and planning of public works in weak areas” within a PhD on Transport research
at the University of Reggio Calabria.
Thanks to his wide institutional experience, he has participated as expert in
the field of transport, economics and the environment with the University of
Palermo and Reggio Calabria in research programmes organised by the Ministry
of Universit ies and Scientif ic and Technological research.

51 years old, Lead writer for the Corriere della Sera, previously
Vice-Director of the Espresso, author of the book “Fire the bosses?”
published by Feltrinelli in 2003. He began in this profession in 1979.
Philosophy graduate.
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Birger Olofsson, Director, Oresund Committee (Sweden)

Amanda Orchard, West Midlands Regional Development Agency (UK)

Mario Pezzini, Head of the OECD Division of Territorial Reviews and Governance in the Directorate
of Public Governance and Territorial Development

Since 1993 Birger Olofsson is the Director of the Öresund Committee.
The Öresund Committee is the political platform for integration and development
of the Öresund Region. The Öresund Committee is also responsible for the
Interreg-programmes for the Öresund Region. Birger Olofsson is also
a boardmember of Valley Academy, Copenhagen, Öresund Science Region and
Øresund Food Network.

She works for the West Midlands Regional Development Agency, UK within the
Innovation Policy Team. She has been directly involved in the development and
delivery of the Regional Innovation Strategy and subsequent Innovation Action
Plan for the region, is Programme Manager for the region's Innovative Actions
programme and works closely with the WM Cluster Management and European
Team's in the delivery of their objectives. She is chair of the IRE Steering
Group, and is seconded part time as a Futurist to the region's Creativity Lab
at Coventry University Enterprises.

He was a Senior Economist at Nomisma Spa, an Italian economic research
organisation, before working as an Economic Counsellor in regional planning
and development for the Regional Government of Emilia-Romagna in Italy.
He was a Professor in Industrial Economics in the Ecole Nationale Superieure
des Mines of Paris. In 1995, he became Principal Administrator in the OECD
Urban Affairs Division and he was appointed Head of the OECD Rural and
Regional Development Programme. His main fields of expertise are Industrial
Economics and Regional Economics.

The OECD is an intergovernmental organisation that groups 30 member countries
in a unique forum to discuss, develop and refine economic and social policies.
It is one of the world's largest and most reliable sources of comparable
statistical, economic and social data. The OECD is at the forefront of efforts
to understand and help governments respond to new challenges such as
territorial development, electronic commerce and biotechnology.
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Walter H. Plosila, Vice President, Public Technology Management, Battelle Memorial Institute (USA)

Paulette Pommier, Experte à la Délégation à l’Aménagement du Territoire et à l’Action Régionale - DATAR (France)

Walter H. Plosila has extensive experience in the public and private as
well as non-profit sectors. He is recognized nationally for his innovative
approaches to issues such as business-higher education partnerships,
technology-driven cluster development, and public entrepreneurship
strategies. He has been responsible for such nationally recognized model
programs as the Ben Franklin Partnerships (Pennsylvania), industry-led
high technology regional trade associations (Maryland), and industry
roadmaps (North Carolina). Dr. Plosila is Vice President, Technology
Partnership Practice for Battelle Memorial Institute. In recent years the
Practice has worked with a number of universities, regional business
organizations as well as states, in the development and design of technology,
biosciences, and information tech strategies as well as program design
and assessment, ranging from St. Louis and Indianapolis to Arizona,
Colorado, Georgia, Massachusetts, and Ohio. Dr. Plosila’s previous
experience includes Executive Director of the North Carolina Alliance for
Competitive Technologies; President of the Technology Council of Maryland;
Deputy Secretary of the Pennsylvania Department of Commerce and Director
of the Pennsylvania Governor’s Office of Policy and Planning.
Plosila has a Ph.D. from the University of Pittsburgh; an MA from
Pennsylvania State University; and a BA from Beloit College (Wisconsin).
He has served as an adjunct faculty member at five universities; most
recently The Johns Hopkins University and Carnegie-Mellon University.
Plosila has published numerous papers and articles in the areas of
economic and technology development, entrepreneurship, and strategic
management.

Post graduated in economy and sociology from the University of Toulouse,
Paulette Pommier is since 1990 project manager on regional development
at DATAR, a Prime Minister service dedicated to spatial planning and
territorial action. With the aim to diversify and to improve territorial
development approaches, she had to experiment and implement different
tools based on partnership between local stake-holders, as financial
support to new entrepreneurs, training program, new services initiatives
to create new jobs, etc… She has been responsible of the cluster policy
decided by the French Government in 1997. In relation with OCDE, she
has been in the last years in charge of international conferences for
clusters practitioners and police makers (Entretiens internationaux de
l’Aménagement et du développement des territoires (January 2001, 2002,
2003 in Paris).
Before joining DATAR, she had an experience of consultant in BIPE (Bureau
d’informations et de previsions économiques) and, later, in the French
Ministry of Employment and Training.
She has been expert in international cooperation: first as expert for the
International Labour Office (ILO) in Santiago de Chile -Program PREALC-
(from 1967 to 1970) and further, as an expert for the Mexican Government
with PNUD support, in Mexico City (from 1979 to 1987).
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David A. Sampson, Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Economic Development (USA)

David A. Sampson was nominated by President George W. Bush on March
19, 2001, and confirmed as the Assistant Secretary of Commerce for
Economic Development by the United States Senate on August 3, 2001.
Sampson serves as the principal advisor to Commerce Secretary Donald
L. Evans on domestic economic development policy. His primary responsibilities
include policy development, establishing funding priorities, defining grant
investment policy guidelines and directing the operations of the Economic
Development Administration (EDA). Additionally, Sampson initiated the first
comprehensive reorganization in the agency's 37 year history to align
resources to best accomplish EDA's core mission. He has spearheaded
efforts to secure EDA's reauthorization by the U.S. Congress, which has
passed the U.S. House of Representatives and is expected to be passed
by the US Senate in 2004.
Assistant Secretary Sampson's extensive prior economic development
experience in the private and public sectors includes serving as President
& Chief Executive Officer of the Arlington, Texas Chamber of Commerce;
Chairman of the Texas Council on Workforce and Economic Competitiveness;
and Vice Chair of the Texas Strategic Economic Development Planning
Commission in then-Governor Bush's Administration.

Odile Sallard, Public Governance and Territorial Development Directorate

Mrs Sallard has had an extensive career at the OECD and occupied senior
positions in a number of OECD Directorates, including as Head of a Country
Studies Division in ECO, Director of the Territorial Development Service,
Head of the Private Office of the Secretary-General, Deputy Director,
Directorate for Education, Employment, Labour and Social Affairs and
Director of the Public Management Service.  As of 1 September 2002, Mrs
Sallard is the Director of the newly created Directorate for Public
Governance and Territorial Development, following the merger of the
Territorial Development Service and the Public Management Service.
Prior to joining the OECD in 1974, Mrs Sallard worked in the French
Ministry of Finance (Direction de la Prévision).
Mrs Sallard is a French national. She holds degrees in economics, business
administration and accounting from Paris University and the Institut
d'Etudes Politiques.
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Simone Sorbi, RPIAs Coordinator, Toscana Region

Director of Innovation and Research Policy Office since October 2000.
The aims of the Office are:
·Promotion of feasib il ity projects in innovative cluster.
·Relationship among advanced technology, tourism, and environmental
and cultural heritage.
·Relationship among SMEs and Hi-Tech.
·Study of the innovative processes of the regional economy.
·Development and Design of project in the field of innovative technological
processes, in particular to National and European programmes.
Coordinator of joint activities with Finmeccanica, ESA and latin
american countries to develop ground stations for reception and data
processing in the framework of new satellite technologies for earth
observation coordinator of activity from NRC, National Air Force, ESA,
Tuscany Region and EUMETSAT for the development of GOME (Global
Ozone Monitoring Equipment) by Finmeccanica.
Appointed coordinator by the Transport Ministry for the new Interreg
IIIB programme plan, with reference to environment coordinator for the
regional law number 55 “06.04.2000” to give birth to the “LaMMA SKY
MED” company by ASI, CNR and FMA.
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i n n o v a z i o n e  e  s v i l u p p o  r e g i o n a l e
della
un’economiaconoscenza

verso

the transition towards a knowledge based economy

Information at:
info@innovazione.toscana.it
http://www.innovazione.toscana.it/conferenza


