


a multiplier effect. Network-community relationshipscan facilitate mutual understanding and problemsolving, and they can more easily generate new ideas,new projects, new hypothesis of collaboration, newbusinesses. In short, regional innovation policies canaccelerate the achievement of the Lisbon objectivesand can be strongly complementary to the other effortsof the European Union and the Member States in thefield of science and technological advancement. On theother side, they can better help firms - especially SMEs,in their continuous competitive challenges.
The new season of Structural Funds is indeed crucial forthe perspectives of competitiveness and cohesion ofthe Union, and the Commission's actions are extremelyappropriate for the reinforcement of the process ofreorganisation and re-orientation of the Europeaneconomy towards a knowledge economy. Nevertheless,several regions have already started their ownstrategies and are building their own pathways towardssuch an objective. Within this context the exchange ofexperiences and inter-regional networking is veryimportant. Networks help us to learn from each other,to avoid mistakes, to connect structures and to createsynergy. From this point of view, I believe that ERIKcan maintain and increase its important role in the newcontext that will be operative from 2007.
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Regions and the New Programming Period
M. Duccio Campagnoli - Regional Minister for Production, Economic Development and Telematic PlanningRegione Emilia-Romagna

It seems that the European economy may be about toundertake a new period of growth, despiteuncertainties and tensions in the international context.This new perspective is largely due to increasing effortsmade at different levels in recent years to improve thecompetitiveness of firms, industries, regions andcountries in terms of innovation. Step by step,awareness of the need to foster innovation dynamicsand change has increased in European society, even inweaker regions. Nevertheless, the achievement ofLisbon objectives is still problematic.
It is significant that European Structural Funds for2007-2013 concentrate on supporting RegionalProgrammes focused on innovation, the informationsociety and sustainable development, especiallythrough the "Competitiveness and Employment"Objective. It gives, at last, the right emphasis to theregional dimension for the construction of a newEuropean knowledge-based economy. Moreover, thanksto experiences developed in recent years in severalEuropean regions, we can now assert with convictionthat regional innovation and research policies are notsimply the same policies carried out at national orEuropean level at a reduced scale, but they have theirown specificities and are complementary to the otherlevels. It is clear that they increase the globaleffectiveness of research and innovation policies, and inthis way they can facilitate the achievement of Lisbonobjectives over the next five years. First of all, regionalpolicies cannot focus so much on fundamental researchbut rather on industrial research, namely on theindustrial application of research results. At regionallevel it is easier to create connections amonguniversities, research centres, firms and even SMEs. Itis possible to elaborate specific industrial research andtechnology transfer programmes and strategies aroundindustrial clusters, or groups of scientists andtechnologists.
Appropriate regional strategies must pay attention tothe construction of network relationships (networks ofresearch institutions and firms, relationships betweenpeople involved in research and innovation, etc.) and tothe effects on the community. All these elements, thatcan only be effective at regional level, will increase theproductivity of research investments, and can produce

Duccio CampagnoliRegional Minister for Production,Economic Development and Telematic PlanningRegione Emilia-Romagna
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ERIK+: New Associates and Observers

The second ERIK phase is well underway and ERIK isdelighted to welcome some new Associates andObserver regions. Associate regions are EU regionswith an approved RPIA (Regional Programme ofInnovative Actions), especially concerning regionaleconomies based on knowledge and technologicalinnovation. Observers are regions without a RPIA, suchas regions from new member states, accessioncountries and other EU regions with an interest inNetwork activities. Associates and Observersparticipate in networking in this field on a self financingbasis.The new Associates are Dytiki Ellada andPeloponneso (Greece), Veneto and Marche (Italy).
Dytiki Ellada comprises the western / north-westernparts of the Peloponnese and the western part ofCentral Greece. The region's RPIA "INNACT" plays acrucial role in applying state of the art and emerginginnovative mechanisms and processes to priorityregional sectors, such as SME competitiveness,transition to the new digital economy, and support ofthe traditional sectors. 
Peloponneso is situated in the south of Greece. Therefirst RPIA "Regional Innovation for Peloponneso (RIPE)"aimed to improve business competitiveness, fosterpublic-private partnership, clusters and consensus, andintroduce an innovation culture and practice. RIPE alsopromoted the development of shared business advisoryservices. Peloponneso's second RPIA "NetForce 2006"focuses on business clusters promoting new productsand encourages the establishment of innovativeenterprises with links to educational institutions andresearch centres.
The Veneto Region, located in north-east Italy, hasseen the approval of 2 RPIAs on the "e-EuropeRegio"strategic theme. Between 2002-2003 the RPIA aimed toimprove access to on-line services in the region bybusinesses and the general public. "VENETO NETGOAL2006", running throughout 2005 -2006, continues thiswork and aims to speed up the qualification anddiffusion of on-line services in the region, particularly toSMEs and local administrations.
Marche is situated on the Adriatic coast of Central Italy.Their  first  RPIA,  "Technological  Innovation and  the 

Information Society for the Development of IndustrialDistricts", aimed to accelerate socio-conomicdevelopment through experimental innovation systemsfor R&D and ICT. The EC has approved a second RPIA"ISSOCORE - Innovation and Sustainable Developmentas Identifying Factors for Marche RegionCompetitiveness" which promotes management ofchanges at regional level, through support forcosustainable development strategies.
For more information on all Regional Programmes ofInnovative Actions see the DG Regional Policy website at: http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/innovation/prog_en.htm
The two new Observer regions are Banska Bystrica(Slovakia) and Sud-estul României (Romania).
Banská Bystrica, located in the south of MiddleSlovakia, is implementing a RIS project "BABY RIS"whose overall goal is sustainable economic growth andimproved welfare through the creation of a fruitfulenvironment for innovation and entrepreneurship. Theproject sees the integration of key institutions involvedin regional innovation, a more intensive use of moderntechnology, the development of new products and thefoundation of a Centre for Innovation DevelopmentSupport. BABY RIS also promotes the transfer of goodpractices from other EU Partner regions and specificallyselected EU experts.
In Sud-estul României innovation policy is centredaround the ARISE project. With a duration of 32months, the objectives of the project are to design aregional innovation policy appropriate for posttransitionprocesses and for EU accession and to embed thispolicy in a global regional development policy. Theproject should also help to acquire internationalvisibility for the region through innovation in theenvironmental sphere and site marketing actions.
More information on each of these regions and otherERIK Network participants can be found at:http://www.eriknetwork.net/partners.html along withapplication forms for any other regions interested inparticipating either as an associate or an Observer.
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Regions for Economic Change: Innovating through EU Regional
Policy - Brussels, 12 - 13 June 2006
Elisabetta Toschi and Jessica Huntingford, ERIK Network

On the 12th and 13th of June 2006 the EuropeanCommission, DG Regional Policy, held the first of aseries of conferences on regions and economic change.The overall purpose of this conference was that ofgiving interested parties, particularly Structural FundsManaging Authorities, insight into successful  strategiesand practices for "improving knowledge and innovationfor growth", as recommended by the draft CommunityStrategic Guidelines for Cohesion Policy for 2007-2013.
This conference fits into a context in which awarenessof the importance of research and innovation toEurope's economy is ever increasing in the face ofglobal competition. We know, as emphasised byPresident José Manuel Barroso in his key note speech,that " research and innovation have so much potentialfor generating economic growth" and that they pay offin terms of economic and production growth and jobcreation. Innovative industries hire more highly skilledpeople and pay them more. Between 1997 and 2002,the employment growth rate was 11.9 % for hightechnology sectors and 16.2 % for knowledge intensiveservices, compared to 8.1% for total employment.
Despite this growing recognition, statistics relating toEuropean performance still make worrying viewing. TheEU invests less in research and innovation than its maincompetitors. According to the latest official data, theEU's overall research effort represents 1.96 % of GDP,as against 2.59 % for the United States, 3.12 % forJapan and 2.91% for Korea.
The conference aimed to go someway towardsaddressing this situation and raising awareness amongthe regional actors who can make a difference in termsof increased support of innovation and the achievementof the Lisbon Strategy. Structured around parallelworkshop sessions and intermittent plenary sessions,this event focused on examining best practices in thearea of knowledge transfer, innovation and clusters,with particular attention to those strategies andprojects which have succeeded in less prosperousregions.
The three workshop sessions, each with three parallelsub-themes presenting "good practices" from all overEurope, were divided into:

Session 1: Creating the right environmentHow to create the right environment for innovation,the role of regional authorities, public authoritiesand the essential infrastructure and supportservices.
Session 2: Strengthening collaboration
between public and private stakeholdersMobilising and sustaining private investment,developing partnerships between researchinstitutions and businesses, licensing and IPR. 

Session 3: Establishing partnerships and
maximising synergiesNetworks and exchanges, trans-regional researchand innovation projects, combining national andcommunity funding.

In addition to presenting regional experience andgiving participants the chance to discuss and debatethe related issues, the conference plenary sessions alsogave insight into the role of Structural Fundsinvestments in supporting research and innovation. 
In her key note speech Commissioner Danuta Hübneremphasised the vital role that regions have in makinguse of the funding provided by the Commission,cofinancing and implementing real policies for change.
Commissioner Hübner recognised that: "The nature ofeconomic growth is such that many of its key drivers,including innovation, can be much more efficientlyaddressed at the sub-national level because that is thelevel at which most businesses, especially small andmedium-sized businesses, interact with one anotherand with centres of learning and technology."
In practice this means that "we need to balance theinternational perspective with a sound understanding ofendogenous - local and regional - sources of growth"and therefore efficient growth and innovation strategiesat European and national levels must be supplementedby tailored local and regional strategies, designed bylocal and regional authorities and involving all therelevant participants in social and economicdevelopment.

F
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In terms of the future, Commissioner Hübner confirmedthat the new programming period will "reinforce boththe links to the Lisbon agenda and the strategicapproach in regional policy", setting out broad strategicguidelines at the Community level which seek toprovide a balance between territorial cohesion and thegrowth and jobs agenda, and that knowledge andinnovation for growth will be one of the three strategicpriorities on which Structural Funds resources shouldbe targeted. Furthermore, she particularly highlightedthe Commission's objective to reduce regionaldisparities, a policy already active that will be evenfurther promoted in the future.
Two thirds of research expenditure takes place in threeMember States - Germany, France and the UnitedKingdom - and most Member States spend the majorpart of their research budget in their capital region.Recognising that countries who are leaders ininnovation keep getting stronger and investing morebecause "success breeds success", CommissionerHübner stated that "the crucial challenge lies in howwe raise performance in economies where innovationnow plays a lesser part" and went on to stress theresultant necessity for "a tailored approach toinnovation at regional level".
Commissioner Hübner then emphasised the importanceof developing or adapting regional innovation strategiesand experimenting with innovative approaches andactions. These strategies have proved to be "amechanism which makes public policy more effective asa catalyst for innovation… by supporting public bodies,enterprises and other stakeholders to define needs andactions which can then be tested before widerimplementation."
Some regions have already taken this approach intoconsideration in their operation programmes and othersare advised to do the same. In short, regions should beopen to experimentation and to taking "policy risks". 
The conference offered a chance to learn from theEuropean Commission, from regional experiences andfrom each other. As stated by President Barroso thepoint of the conference was to promote the importancenot just of "more investment in research and innovationbut also more effective investment". He went on to add"If this conference helps you to understand, throughlessons already learned elsewhere, how to make theinvestments of your Member State, region ororganisation more effective, it will have achieved itsgoal".

Key note speeches, workshop presentations and furtherdetails are available on the Commission web site athttp://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/conferences/innovating_june06/home_en.cfm

Commissioner Hübner and President BarrosoPhoto: European Commission



and concentrates on 2 of the 9 selected clusters: theport of Rotterdam and the life science/medicaltechnology sector."Knowledge to the market" aims to promote innovationand create new business. In every cluster a steeringcommittee formed from enterprises, research centres,educational institutions and governments produces anannual action plan with themes considered relevant forthe cluster. The theme can be a common problem forthe cluster, such as energy reduction in glasshousehorticulture. It can also be a social problem solvable bymarket solutions, for example ICT solutions to care foran increasing number of elderly people or it canconcern new "enabling" technological developments,such as ICT. Following theme-meetings, the groupsidentify "sub themes" around which to organiseworkshops. This process goes on to form a consortiumof firms, research centre and other organisations,offering process support and subsidies. In 2 years theproject has developed more than 35 product marketcombinations and organised more than 150 meetings. 
The second strategy aims to attract international legal,ICT and creative clusters to promote the creation ofknowledge intensive companies. In The Hague 2ANSWER projects have been completed: advanced ICTinfrastructure for the "Caballero" incubator and a portalfor The Hague, International town of justice, peace andsecurity. In Rotterdam, a broadband infrastructure andsome content projects have been undertaken. 
Summing up, we can see that the ANSWER programmeattained a number of good results and has initiated alot of further positive developments. All the involvedprojects have been continued and therefore can bedescribed as lasting inputs for the knowledge economy. 

DSC: Artificial plant to measure optimal conditions
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ANSWER - A Novell South Wing Economic Reply: The Regional
Programme of Innovative Actions in South-Holland
Hans Spijker, Province of South Holland

South Holland makes up23 % of the Dutch GDP,30% of its export and 25% of gross investments. Theregion hosts strong clusters in sectors such aspetrochemicals and horticulture, important urbancentres, such as Rotterdam and The Hague, anoutstanding knowledge infrastructure and a welleducated population. However, despite thesecharacteristics South Holland, like many other regions,suffers from the so-called "European disease": the lowlevel of private R&D investment and limited economicrenewal. In terms of academic spin-offs, thoughnumbers are not bad, they could be many moreconsidering the good knowledge infrastructure.
Regional economic policy is directed towards curing this"disease" and supporting renewal in existinginternational clusters and in upcoming clusters. Thispolicy consists of two major strategies: theimprovement of the innovation climate and theupgrading of establishment conditions of knowledgeintensive firms in the chosen clusters. 9 clusters wereselected, including the glasshouse horticulture clusters,the life science clusters and the water/delta sector.
The Regional Programme of Innovative Actions in SouthHolland, ANSWER (A Novel South Wing EconomicReply), is part of both strategies. The core of thisprogramme is an improved innovation climate bysetting up working innovation networks in selectedclusters and the stimulation of incubator centres andICT broadband to upgrade cluster establishmentconditions.
In order to set up effective innovation networks theorganisation "Knowledge Alliance Zuid-Holland" wasfounded. Nearly all organisations in the innovation fieldare members of this organisation, amounting to morethan 1300 organisations and 3000 individuals. Thisnumber includes entrepreneurs, local and regionalgovernments, educational and research organisations.The mission of the Knowledge Alliance is to supportinnovation, knowledge transfer and application. InANSWER two large networking projects were financed:“Knowledge to the market” executed by the“Knowledge Alliance Zuid-Holland” and “KnowledgeCircles Rotterdam” in Rotterdam Council. The latter wasundertaken in cooperation with the Knowledge Alliance

I
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Policies and Strategies for Innovation,
Research and Technological transfer in Tuscany
Simone SorbiHead of the Sector of Regional Policies for Innovation and Technological Transfer - Regione Toscana

Over the last decade the Region of Tuscany has beencontinuously increasing its efforts to favour andstimulate innovation. It is widely recognised thatinnovation and technological transfer form a necessarypath towards adapting local economic systems andincreasing competitiveness and that a strategic role inthe European area of research and innovation can beplayed by regional authorities. European Communityindications for the next  programming period highlightresearch and development, in the contest of aknowledge based society and in parallel with anefficient cohesion policy, as the main tools forsustainable development and a high quality of life.Therefore in the next programming period forStructural Funds the VII Framework programme forR&D (VII FP) and the Competitiveness InnovationProgramme (CIP) identify the knowledge based societyas the main goal and innovation and research as theway to reach it.
Tuscany has been successful in adopting policieselaborated at EU level with regard to innovation and intranslating them into regional guidelines for innovation.The numerous initiatives, programmes and projects,implemented and running, confirm Tuscany's capacityfor the autonomous management of change and tointroduce a demand oriented innovation culture. In theTuscan context, technological transfer policies are seenas the key to promoting local expertise and skills. Thuspromotion of, for example, links between science andenterprise, high tech clusters, benchmarking adforesight actions and private sector involvement inresearch spin-off and high tech startups, becomes vitalin order to maximise the effects of knowledge spill-over.Furthermore, Tuscan policy insists that the role ofenterprise, and of the private sector in general, iscrucial if we are to promote and foster innovation,especially in terms of their capacity to developindustrial research and ensure financial sustainability ofthe technological transfer process. Thus one of themain challenges focuses of the Tuscan strategy is toimprove dialogue between science and industry andincrease private expenditure in innovation andresearch.
In short, the region recognises the inherently  multi-disciplinary  character of the  innovation process which

requires the technical and financial commitment ofdifferent actors in various environments. The Region ofTuscany thus dedicates particular attention to recourseintegration, increased synergy between the relativesubjects and, more specifically, to a interlocutory"bottom-up" model of cooperative governance.Ultimately, interventions are directed towards thesystem rather than to single productive realities inorder to create a sustainable innovation culture.
Structural features of the Tuscan productive system areat the origin of these beliefs, of the policies developedover recent years and of the main challenges for thenear future. On the one hand, Tuscany is home to alarge number of SMEs mainly active in traditionalsectors. On the other hand, and in parallel, the regionwelcomes the presence of high-tech clusters operatingin rapidly growing sectors together with large,internationally recognised, high-tech companies.Actions undertaken until now in the context ofinnovation aim to make the most of these two vitalstrands. From the outset of the 2000-2006programming period, the Region of Tuscany,particularly through Single Programming Document(SPD) funds and the Regional Programme forInnovative Actions (RPIA), has strengthened highlyinnovative sectors, mobilising and coordinating thosesubjects who carry out research and promoting thetransfer of scientific and technological knowledge.Particularly important examples include the programmefor industrial research (SPD Funds) through which theregional administration has encouraged the growth of“Innovative Clusters” in Tuscany’s main high-techsectors, such as electronics, Optoelectronics,biotechnology and advanced mechanics. Alsoparticularly important has been attempts to strengthenlinks between universities and research centres throughimproved instruments for the transfer of technologicalknowledge and best practices to Tuscan enterprisesand the exchange of human resources.
Based on these extremely valuable experiences, theRegion of Tuscany has now recognised the importance ofrationalising innovation and technological transfer policy.Interventions, actors and tools are brought togetherinto one single strategic project: PRITT - RegionalProgramme for Innovation and Technological Transfer.

S
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This method optimises resources and effectivelycoordinates innovative actions. The PRITT is structuredaround 7 intervention axes.
The technological district "ICT & Security": Thisaction line aims to make the most of existing centresof excellence in ICT and technologies for processsecurity / product safety and promote innovationthrough skill-increasing technology in companiesoperating in traditional sectors.
PRAI VINCI: Approved in January 2006, followingthe successful RPIA ITT 2002-2004, PRAI VINCIexperiments with the creation and management ofaggregations and organisations which serve tostrengthen competitiveness of the main Tuscanindustrial systems along the lines of VirtualEnterprise and Organisation (VE/VO). PRAI VINCIconcentrates on technological innovation andtransfer and will be implemented through theanalysis and design of VE / VO models in specificindustrial sectors and experimentation, through pilotprojects, of associated innovative models. TheProgramme lasts for two years and is funded at 47%by the ERDF.
Rationalisation of Infrastructure: Tuscany has over200 research centres and over 50 innovationcentres. These centres would greatly benefit from amore coordinated structure and a synergicdevelopment. Thus, this action line concentrates onthe rationalisation and organisation these centresthroughout the region.
National and European networks: Such networks,particularly concerning benchmarking & foresight ofregional policies for innovation and technologicaltransfer in the knowledge society, are seen as aninherent part of the Tuscan regional strategy. TheERIK Network is one part of this action line which isconsidered fundamental for present and futurestrategies.
Innovative finance measures: The Region of Tuscanyintends to implement a system of financing forinnovation, including innovation bonds. These toolsshould help to encourage private sector participationin research and development.
Innovation stock market: The meeting pointbetween the supply and demand of innovation.
Communication Plan: A coherent, effective and longterm plan will serve to inform actors of opportunitiesat regional and international level and to promotethe regional territory itself.

This regional programme is extremely recent and partsof it are only now coming into force, such as the firstcall for projects under PRAI VINCI launched on the 24thof July. However, with this new rationalised strategyand based on the valuable lessons learned at regionaland European level, the Region of Tuscany aims to takeadvantage of the opportunities presented between2007-2013 and to further improve its position in termsof ever-increasing innovation.

Contacts:Dr. Simone SorbiHead of the Sector of Regional Policies for Innovation and Technological TransferDirectorate General Economic DevelopmentE-mail: simone.sorbi@regione.toscana.itWeb Site: www.innovazione.toscana.it
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A pilot for cross-border Regional Innovation Strategies
in Northern Hungary and Kosice region
Kornél KALOCSAI - project coordinator, Regional Development Agency of North Hungary

Northern Hungary is one of the less-favouredHungarian and EU regions. Despite outstanding R&Dpotentials, the region is currently undergoing a periodof change in terms of out-of-date industrial structuresand infrastructure. Northern Hungary has strongeconomic, social and geographical links with the Kosiceregion in Slovakia. The two regions face the samechallenges in competitiveness and innovation and bothbelieve in cooperation for accelerated economicdevelopment.

A Bilateral RIS projectNorthern Hungary and Slovakian Kosice Self-GoverningRegion are developing a trans-national innovationstrategy project - NORRIS - which seeks to fosterregional and economic cohesion within and betweenthe two regions. Castilla y Leon and Styria alsoparticipate in NORRIS. As one ofthe 33 running RIS projects,NORRIS is financed by theEuropean  Commission (FP6). Theproject represents a unique opportunity to test andimplement the RIS process in a cross-borderenvironment, which can assist the construction of aEuropean area of research and development. Many RISproject conclusions comment on a lack of regionallinkages and on internationalisation difficulties. TheNORRIS project will therefore provide the EU with apilot project that tackles some of the most importantissues confronting the EU today, using innovation andtechnology as a means of breaking down thesebarriers. The NORRIS activities will help to fosterregional and economic cohesion within and betweenthe participant regions and to improve their levels ofcompetitiveness. The project also aims to establish aregional innovation agency and council.

The NORRIS project contributes to consolidating aEuropean platform for exchange of experience anddissemination of good practices on research andinnovation related themes. It also stimulates regionalpolicy making in terms of research and innovationstrategies through promoting cooperation, breakingdown barriers and encouraging transregional learning.The project opens new areas of transnational activitiesand makes more efficient and integrated use of existingcapacities.
Potential impact of the projectThe project creates an programming andimplementation basis for regional innovation supportactivities and for transnational cooperation andpartnerships among actors. In strategic terms it fostersregional and economic cohesion between the regionsand increases competitiveness.On the basis of these objectives, potential impacts willbe an increased capacity to absorb EU funds, due toimproved regional programming and implementingcapabilities, and greater national and privatecofinancing in innovation related projects. The projectwill also promote:

transnational and regional co-operation on R&D andinnovation;definition of common research areas, growinginvestments and expenditure on innovation;more effective and integrated exploitation of existingcapacities;more university-industry research projects, flagshipprojects and proposals for 2007-2013;an environment suited to SMEs, innovative start-ups,spin-offs, investors and R&D centres;improved regional economic images and greaterpossibilities;strengthened cross border cohesion betweenregional actors, mainly SMEs;modernised SMEs due to technology transferactivities and EU support;

S

Some important
indicators for the regions

Northern
Hungary Kosice

GDP per capita (2003) in % of
EU25 38,12% 38,77%

GERD (2003) 0,27 % 0,28 %

Unemployment rates (2004) 11,2 % 25,4 %
Patent applications to the EPO
(2002) Per million inhabitants 4,6782 3,0696
Source: EUROSTAT, 2006

-
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stimulated transnational connections and restorationand modernisation of the economic weight of theKošice-Miskolc axis in new areas of trans-nationalactivities;successful connection to European innovation asactive participants of EC initiatives.
In the project each region has its own RegionalSteering Committee, but both the overall SteeringCommittee and the operational Project ManagementUnit are trans-regional. The outputs of the project arethree Regional Innovation Strategies - a Hungarian, aSlovakian and a trans-regional one. The project will beconclude at the end of February 2008. However,NORRIS is not perceived as a project but as a process.The partners want to establish mechanisms that ensurethe creation of new initiatives and strategic economicdevelopment tools beyond the end of the programme.
For more information see: www.norrisproject.euor contact: Kornél KALOCSAI, Project coordinator,Regional Development Agency of North Hungarykalocsai.kornel@norda.hu
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IRE – Innovating Regions in Europe. Joint platform for collaboration andexchange of experience for regions developing regional innovation strategies



SIDEUM, developed with RPIA co-financing, was developed in
Kronoberg County, a sub-region of Småland and Islands
characterised by numerous SMEs, great entrepreneurship but
low formal education, and no "metropolis". The region lacked
focus in R&D related business development structures.
SIDEUM project aimed at creating a common platform
between academia and the public and business sectors. The
shareholders of the resultant non-profit association are the
Regional Council, Municipalities, University, VOLVO, IKEA,
Labour Unions and Banks etc. SIDEUM aims to boost an
innovative knowledge-based economic growth and to
coordinate regions priorities and initiatives in C&N. It also
aims to encourage participation by individuals, companies and
capital. SIDEUM provides financial services, a neutral arena
for politics, business and discussion, thus initiating and
enhancing regional dialogue, project administration, Cluster
management, and National and EU networks.

For more information: Per Schöldberg
scholdberg@sideum.se - http://www.sideum.se
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Industry and Science Relations Thematic  Working Group
Giorgia Valli, TWG Co-ordinator

In the last 5 months, the ISR TWG, coordinated byEmilia-Romagna, has focused on the collection, analysisand selection of regional Good Practices relating to theISR theme. Following the launching of the project first"Call for Good Practices" in April 2006, 8 regionsresponded positively to the initiative by introducing 17good practices into the ERIK+ database, 11 of whichare funded by the RPIA. In May 2006 an evaluationsession was organised in Vienna involving 12 Europeanregions analysed the ISR practices and selected themost significant.
The ISR Good Practices selectedThe GPs chosen for the Final Publication are SIDEUMfrom Småland and Islands, Sweden and OPTOMED“Innovative Optoelectronic Technologies forOphthalmology" from Tuscany, Italy.
The ISR Study Visit in FlandersFlanders region was chosen as the host region of thesecond ERIK+ study visit due to the interestingexamples of non-RPIA ISR initiatives inserted in thedatabase. The study visit was organised on the 4-5September 2006 by IWT (Institute for the Promotion ofInnovation by Science and Technology in Flanders) andGOMOV (GOM Oost-Vlaanderen), in collaboration withthe TWG co-ordinator, Emilia-Romagna region andASTER Science Technology Industry.
The event included the presentation and discussion ofFlanders RPIA and 5 non-RPIA Good Practices, as wellas the presentation of the above-mentioned OPTOMEDand SIDEUM. Participants also visited Ghent University(http://www.ugent.be/en) where Food, Agriculture andBiotech projects developed by the Biotech Engineeringdept were presented and the: ILVO-Institute for Agricultural and Fisheries Research(http://www.ilvo.vlaanderen.be/index_uk.htm) whereseveral ISR projects were demonstrated.

For further information: Giorgia Valli: erik@aster.itASTER - Science Technology Business, Via Gobetti 101 Bologna, Italy

T

Greetings to all ISR TWG members from Francesca Montalti, former TWG co-ordinator having just recently left her job in ASTER

OPTOMED, developed within the Tuscan RPIA, developed
innovative instrumentation and methodologies used in
Ophthalmic   surgery and transferred them to enterprises
operating in the field of Opto-electronics and to university
clinics and hospitals. OPTOMED has produced prototypes of
new surgical diode lasers, instruments for ophthalmic
diagnostics and new pharmaceutical formulations of photo
sensitizers. The project conducted studies on pre-clinical
experimentation and technological and surgical validations. It
went on to define clinical protocols in four major Tuscan
ophthalmic clinics. The project then evaluated the economical
and social impacts of the new technologies and procedures in
comparison with traditional ones. The project was developed
by a public/private partnership composed by 2 Public 
Research Centres, 4 Ophthalmic Clinics of Tuscan Universities
and Public Hospitals, 8 Enterprises.

For more information: Roberto Pini
R.Pini@ifac.cnr.it - http://ceo.ino.it/itoptome.htm.
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Services and Support to Start-ups and Spin-offs Update
Irma Priedl, Amt der Niederösterreichischen Landesregierung, WST3 (Department for Economy, Tourism and Technology of the FederalGovernment of Lower Austria) in cooperation with Hans-Christian Jäger, IDEUM

Completed ActivitiesSeveral important activities have been carried by theThematic Working Group "Services and Support toStart-ups and Spin-offs" over the last 5 months. To name but one, 9 Good Practices from RPIA andother innovation related activities in the field of start-upand spin-off support were inserted in the ERIK+database by 7 European regions. Out of this sample 2Good Practice cases from Hamburg Ideen- GründerFONDS (Idea and Seed fund) and Lower Austria (Preseed Acceleration of Technology-based Firms) wereselected by the ERIK+ network as case studies for thefinal publication.
These case studies will be documented in more detailin conjunction with the particular context of theregional start-up support infrastructure of Hamburgand Lower Austria. A first coordination meeting of bothregions together with the region of Western Swedentook place at the end of August. As member of theTWG Services and Support to Start-ups and Spin-offs,Western Sweden will accompany the exercise as abenchmark region.
In addition to the documentation process of the casestudies the first ERIK+ study visit was held within thisThematic Working Group. It was hosted by thePortuguese region Alentejo in the capital town Évora. Inaddition to numerous presentations, discussions and aworkshop on start-up/spin support and on Alentejo'sProgramme of Innovative Actions, the programme alsoincluded a visit to Évora University. The one and a halfday event was organised by CCDR - Comissão deCoordenação e Desenvolvimento Regional do Alentejoand ADRAL - Agência de Desenvolvimento Regional doAlentejo S.A., in collaboration with the Lower AustrianGovernment and IDEUM as coordinator of the TWG.The event saw the participation of more than 40 peoplefrom 10 European regions and from the EuropeanCommission (DG Regional Policy).
Several success factors but also barriers for startup/spin-off support as part of the regional innovationpolicy were identified within the study visit. Theexperiences of the participating regions and expertsserved to validate the ERIK model for start-up supportwhich was developed in the former ERIK phase. During 

the workshop a number of recommendations for thenext structural funds period were also deduced.
More information on the specific TWG Good Practicesas well as the presentations and conclusions of thestudy visit with deducted policy recommendations areavailable on the ERIK+ website at:
http://www.eriknetwork.net/study07.html, while furtherdetailed information about the ERIK model for start-upsupport is available at:
http://www.eriknetwork.net/twg.html Support for Start-Ups and Spin-Offs.
What next?By the end of this year the case studies for Hamburgand Lower Austria will be finalised together with thepolicy recommendations with respect to regionalstartup and spin-off support. These recommendationswill be based on the Good Practices in the ERIKdatabase, the conclusions of the study visit in Alentejo,the indepth case studies and other experiences in thefield of regional start-up/spin-off support.
Case studies with deduced policy recommendations, aswell as the analyses of the completed Good PracticeCases, will be discussed at the open TWG workshopand presented at final ERIK+ conference, both inBrussels in April/May 2007.
Further information on the TWG is available from IrmaPriedl, irma.priedl@noel.gv.at, or Martina Ebner,Martina.Ebner@noel.gv.atDepartment for Economy, Tourism and Technology ofthe Federal Government of Lower Austria.
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Clusters and Networks Thematic Working Group Update
Amanda Orchard, TWG Co-ordinator

During the previous months the Clusters and NetworksTWG initially focused on the identification andclarification of the cluster impact indicators, accordingto the updated TWG focus paper. The final 10 indicatorsproposed by the TWG co-ordinator and approved bythe Network, were added to the ERIK+ on-linedatabase. This has enabled the ERIK+ group to furtherenhance the database highlighting the key role ofcluster and network development in the establishmentof key regional innovation policies - a factor which hasbeen effectively highlighted through many RPIA's.
The results of the open call for good practices resultedin 18 entries into the database, of which 16 financed byRPIA, from 11 regions. Each good practice wasevaluated against an agreed set of criteria to enable theidentification of those representing the most effectiveand transferable practices to be used for theprogramme case studies and study visit. The criteriawere as follows:Was the good practice a real laboratory forinnovation;Had the good practice resulted in an improvement ofInnovation policies;Did the good practice have a positive impact on theregional economic system;Did the good practice have a positive impact onrelationships;Had there been an improvement of quality in thelevel of services;Had the good practice been effective in relation toexpected results (exceeded expectations);Was the good practice sustainable?
The full evaluation of the good practices wasundertaken during the TWG meeting in Brussels inSeptember 2006. Overall, the group were able todiscuss and identify the key individual elements of thegood practices and ultimately agree on those actionswhich would form the TWG final case studies and studyvisit location. The two case studies chosen for the TWGare Knowledge Alliance - South Holland Knowledge tothe Market and Veneto e-Cluster.
South Holland's 'Knowledge to the Market' project aimsto support 9 strategic clusters in the region through thecreation of  knowledge alliances  supporting 'product to

market' activities. Particularly important to the successof this activity has been the involvement oforganisations at all levels (education, research,government, businesses and business support), withover 1,350 organisations involved and 3,500 individual'members' of the Knowledge Alliance. The project hasheld 150 events during the RPIA period and identified35 product-market combinations. The programmecontinues to be supported and financed directly by itsmembers and can be identified as a key mechanism forcross-cluster and organisational development, withgreat potential for transfer to other EU regions but alsoto trans-national knowledge alliance creation.
The Veneto e-Cluster programme is unique both interms of ambition and of its objectives - to identify andestablish an innovative model of cluster creation andstructure based on the competitiveness demands of theregion. Essentially based on a system of networkssupporting high quality product development andproduction, the Veneto region has seen economicdecline resulting from production relocation to lowlabour cost regions and the resultant reduction in the'added value' economic impact of high value goods. Asa result, the region identified the strategic demand forimproved traditional collaborations being broken downby changes in the supply chain structure.
Focusing on model development, ICT implementationfor internationalisation and entrepreneurial support thepilot project aims to establish a dynamic cluster model,create global-level networks, change managementprocesses and offer specially designed coaching tosupport regional leaders in the identified clusters.
As a result of the evaluation meeting the TWG studyvisit will take place in the Veneto region on the 16thand 17th of January 2007, coinciding with the region'shosting of the international 'Patterns of ClusterEvolution' Conference.
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TWG Innovation Finance
Mats L.G. Rosén, TWG Coordinator 

The Thematic Working Group Innovation Financefocuses on financial issues in the whole innovationprocess. Often innovative business ideas in the regionsfail to reach the market due to lack of capital in the vitalphases. This trend seems to intensify in Europe werethe markets are more reluctant to feed innovation withcapital in initial stages and global competition inproduction makes it harder to create sustainableeconomic conditions. Innovation is one answer to raisecompetitive ability of enterprises in our regions and itrequires both ideas and capital. During previous ERDFperiods many new public financed institutions wereestablished to support innovation. However theseconcentrated mainly on the knowledge support side. Itis now essential to find solutions for innovation supportfrom the financial point of view.
The ERIK+ TWG Innovation Finance wants to highlightgood practices (GP) from all around Europe to providethe European Commission with concrete examples ofinnovative forms of innovation finance in the regions.
The TWG held its evaluation seminar on the 7th and8th September in Brussels, alongside the TWG Clustersand Business Networks. Examples of excellent GP oninnovative forms of innovation finance can be found inthe regions. The challenge has been to find suchexamples within the RPIAs themselves.
The following 7 GP were registered in the database, 6of which were co-financed under the RPIA:

Alentejo - FAMESupport Fund to Micro CompaniesIpeirosEfficient Promoting of Private FinancingLanguedoc-roussillon - Bourses pour Porteurs deProjet InnovantMellerstanorrlandTransperancy Enlargment FinancingSmåland med öarnaTekniklotsSmåland med öarnaFunding of innovative enterprises and ideas in anearly stageSmåland med öarnaMutual Guarantee System Development

A good practises must be strong enough to last afterEuropean con-financing has ended. In order to achievethis regional partnerships and networks proveimportant. The innovative character is also fundamentalbut to measure innovation the good practice must beplaced in context. A project that is already in place inone region could be innovative for another.
The projects selected as case studies for TWGInnovation Finance were those from Languedoc-Roussillon and from Ipeiros. In line with the aspectshighlighted above, both GP's represent projects with aninnovative character and they prove to be sustainable.The Ipeiros project has created a guide for innovativeinvestment opportunities in the region and hasorganised visiting schemes for business Angels andCorporate Investors. Within their innovation systemLanguedoc-Roussillon, on the other hand, have createda system of grants to cover running costs and initialproject expenses as a means to combat obstacles thatpotential entrepreneurs face.
Tekniklots, Mutual Guarantee System Development andthe FAME project were also among the high scoringprojects. In connection with the Workshop and FinalConference these regions will be invited to present theirresults in a poster session. Following an internal conference call to further definethe focus of the TWG, a study visit will be held in theregion of Languedoc-Roussillon on the 6-7th Novemberin order to exchange knowledge on the region's GP andtheir overall innovation system.
MembersThe TWG members come from Alentejo, Emilia-Romagna, Lower Austria, Piemonte, South Holland,Tuscany, Valencia and Västra Götaland, Småland medöarna (Sweden) as coordinator.
For more information: Mats L.G. Rosén -Head ofDepartment Business Development, Regional CouncilKalmar County. Mats.Rosen@kalmar.regionforbund.se 
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NewsN
Third ERIK+ Study Visit
Innovation Finance
The ERIK+ schedule of study visits continues on the 6thand 7th of November with the visit to Languedoc-Roussillonwithin the TWG Innovation Finance. The location of the study visit was chosen on the basis ofGood Practices inserted into the ERIK database. The studyvisit will present some interesting examples of innovationfinance and will then go on to highlight the horizontal

nature of this theme by visiting a number of practical sitesrelated to the promotion of innovation and knowledge in theregion.The resultant presentations and documentation will bemade available on the network website.
Interested regions should contact:info@eriknetwork.net

Presentation of the ERIK Network at
e-Challenges 2006
The ERIK Network is delighted to participate in theeChallenges 2006 Conference which takes place 25-27October in Barcelona, Spain. This is the sixteenth in a seriesof annual conferences supported by the EuropeanCommission, which bring together over 600 delegates fromleading commercial, government and researchorganisations around the world to bridge the Digital Divideby sharing knowledge, experience, lessons learnt and good

practice in thematic areas including Networked Business,eGovernment and eDemocracy, Technology EnhancedLearning, Collaborative Working Environments, eHealth,GRID, Knowledge Management, Smart & VirtualOrganisation and International IST Collaboration. ERIKparticipates with a stand in the eChallenges e-2006Exhibition which showcases research results andapplications through innovative technology demonstrationsand posters.For more information on the event see:http://www.echallenges.org/e2006/

Other News
Survey on the Territorial Digital Divide
eris@ Network
Access to broadband communications is increasinglyimportant for the life chances of citizens, the  competitivenessof enterprises, and the development and cohesion of Europe'sregions. And yet, the availability of broadband in Europe isquite uneven. In many cases, rural and sparsely-populatedterritories have no broadband provision due to the economicof competitive supply. Alternative technologies, such assatellite and wireless communications systems cannotcompete on price without significant economies of scale.Now, at the request of the European Commission (DGInformation Society & Media), eris@ (in the framework ofIANIS+) has launched a web-based survey amongst local andregional public authorities (available in English, French,German, Italian, Spanish & Polish) to establish the extent ofthe broadband gap and the interest of these public authoritiesto share information, strategies and plans, and experience inovercoming the problem of the territorial digitaldivide.Moreover, the survey seeks to establish the interest in thepossibility to create an on-line system for broadband demandaggregation on a pan-European basis.
Regions and those representing local authorities areencouraged to complete the survey which can be found at:http://www.ianis.net/broadband_survey/index.php

DG Research - Today is the Future
Brussels - 7th of March 2007

The European Commission's DG Research will organise underthe German Presidency a major event on European Researchin Brussels on the 7th of March 2007. This event will mark thelaunch of the 7FP 2007-2013, which will devote close to €50billion to European and international cooperation in scienceand technology. The aim of the event is to raise politicalcommitment to European research, expand media coverageand increase public awareness.On this occasion, organisations will be invited to exhibit theirEuropean research activities and show their contribution toresolving today's problems and concerns.The exhibition will showcase European success stories inscience and technology.   It will be an opportunity to reach thepublic and science journalists. The aim is to show thatresearch (including in the social sciences and humanities)provides answers to some of today's crucial questions. Aminimum of 100.000 visitors over two weeks are expected toattend the exhibition.
For further information please contact directly:European Commission - Directorate-General for ResearchTel: +32.2.295 99 71 michel.claessens@ec.europa.euor see the web site at: http://ec.europa.eu/research/fp7/events/




