Ministry of Trade and Industry, Technology Department

Antti Joensuu, Deputy Director General, Finnish Ministry of Trade and Industry

 The meeting was opened by a welcome speech by Mr. Antti Joensuu, Deputy Director General of the Finnish Ministry of Trade and Industry. After an initial introduction by the participants at the meeting, Ms. Toschi, Erik Project Manager, presented the Erik Network, its activities, objectives and results up to now.

Mr. Joensuu introduced the activities of the Ministry and explained the financial aspects of research in Finland. The Deputy Director explained that the main role of the Ministry is to improve the general working conditions of the industrial sector to better foster competitiveness of Finnish products. Such a policy has allowed Finland to occupy in 2003 the first place in the OECD world statistic in Growth Competitiveness and in Business Competitiveness. The Ministry main task is to improve the collaboration with innovative companies, universities and research centers. 

The Technology division of the Ministry administers the 50% of the total available budget of the Ministry, that is 494 Meuro. 75% of this funds the national agency of research Tekes, while the VTT (Technical Research Centre of Finland) receives 12,8% thereof. 

The financing system is direct and the destination of research funds is decided by a Science and Technology Council chaired by the Finnish Prime Minister. Since 1993, when the Tekes institute was created, R&D has remained in front line among governmental priorities, and since then, the investment policy of the Finnish Government has been to finance the R&D sector through public funds. 

It is highly important for the Ministry to make funds for research readily available rather than activating a larger amount of resources dispensed over a longer period of time.

Nokia private investments in R&D which amounts to 50% of the total public R&D expenditure provide evidence of the relatively lower level of public R&D expenditure compared to the private one.Mr. Joensuu remarked that the positiveresults achieved by Nokia are also due to the particular situation in existing in Finland: a very low population density and a lot of  inaccessible locations which favored the use and diffusion of the mobile technology.

Another objective of the Finnish Government - particularly the Ministry of Trade and Industry - is to reduce the gap between the Greater Helsinki Region and the other regions that do not possess the same characteristics as the ICT cluster of the capital area. This represents a great challenge for the Government, i.e., to balance the development in Finland as a more homogeneous Country. Therefore, a big effort has been undertaken by the Government through the Center of Expertise Program whose aim is to localize and finance Finnish Regions to develop important programs in the area of innovation. There is a continue interaction between the Ministry of Trade and Industry and the other public institutions managing public research. In particular, there are two institutionalized meetings between the boardrooms of Tekes and of the Ministry aimed at defining the specific policies in this area, in addition to the continue informal interchange of views over these aspects between these two institutions.

Answering to Mr. Cornbill, Mr. Joensuu has declared that the best way to maintain this high standard in Finland is to improve the capacity of foresight and the attraction of foreign investments. 

