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The session was opened by a welcome speech by Mr. Juha Ahvenainen, Executive Director of the VTT Biotechnology. Mr. Ahvenainen presented the structure and function of the VTT: the Technical Research Center of Finland is an impartial expert organization that carries out technical and techno-economic research and development work. VTT also produces information services and is the biggest contract research organization in the Nordic countries. 

Mr. Ahvenainen also illustrated the composition of the VTT Biotechnology staff: 340 technicians and employees (83% women) divided as follows:

· 21% doctors degree

· 28% other university degree

· 11% students and visiting scientist

· 35% technical personnel

· 5% secretary employees

Main areas of research at VTT Biotechnology - which is a multidiscipline institute - are:

· Biotech for health

· Bio-product and Biomaterials

· Food design (functional foods, new processes, food structure)

· Safety

In particular the Biotech area is extremely important for VTT to develop a strong partnership with industry. In this context, the main areas include:

· Bioprocess

· Functionalisation of food

· System biology

· Metabolic engineering

· Industrial bimolecular

Most developed research fields are:

· cell factory

· product engineering related to food traceability 

· microbiological safety

The session continued with a presentation by Mr (...) of VTT Industrial Systems, that develops industrial products and production systems as well as related services. The know-how covers the main manufacturing methods, industrial components, and management of extensive industrial systems. This area of VTT can count on a workforce of 590 workers employed in the following areas:

· Production Engineering

· Product Performance

· Reliability and risk management

· Intelligent products and services

· Production Systems

· Materials and structural integrity 

Through this area VTT has taken part in some of the most important European Programs of research such as the 4th and the 5th Framework Programs.

