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Innovative 
Actions

Innovative 
Actions

• 139 regions (out of 156 eligible) have a 
programme

• 3 thematic networks have been created
• 360 M€ have been committed
• 1st Regional Innovation Award
• First programmes arrive to their closure 

and prepare their future plans

Success 
figures
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• Choice of themes
– 25% sustainable development
– 75% technology innovation
– 75% information society

Programme 
Statistics
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Sustainable 
Development

Sustainable Development
36%

Cultural Heritage and 
Tourism

18% New Forms of Local Services
12%

Environmental and Waste 
Management

15%

Environmental 
Technologies

12%

Services for SMEs
5%

Transport Applications
2%
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Technology 
Innovation

Cluster and Business 
Networks

29%

Business Advisory Srvices
19%

SMEs Innovation Projects 
with Universities and 
Technology Centres

21%

Incubator Units and creation 
of Technology Based Firms

15%

Other Research, 
Technologicval and 
Innovation Projects

9%

Innovation Financial 
Engineering

5%

Research, Technological 
Development and 

Innovation infrastructure
2%
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Information 
Society

Other Information Society 
projects

9%

Testing of advanced ICT for 
spatial development

7%

New business processes for 
SMEs through ICT

15%

Services and applications 
for SMEs: electronic 

commerce and transactions, 
education and training, 

networking
27%

Services and applications 
for the citizen:health, 

administration, education
42%
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The Regional Innovative Actions triangle

Our 
philosophy

REGION

Learning

Innovation

Knowledge
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In an increasingly knowledge-based 
economy, innovation holds the key to 
regional competitiveness.

Innovation excellence diffuses from high-tech 
to low and medium-tech sectors.

The main Regional Competitive Advantage is 
it's Human and Social capital.

Innovation
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• Own regional learning
• Collective learning
• Mainstreaming
• Information sharing

Knowledge
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• The Kindergarden metaphore

• Think globally, Act locally
• Sustainability, Transferability and 

Relationship building

• Commission views on the future of 
regional policy

Learning
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Our Innovation Roadmap

• Overall programme evaluation
• Transfer of best practices
• Diversity management
• Risk management

Evaluating 
Innovation
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• Email: 
christos.bezirtzoglou@cec.eu.int

• Unit email: 
regio-innovative-actions@cec.eu.int

• Unit website: 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/regional_
policy/innovation/index_en.htm

Contact 
Details


